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Here prefent you with a Di/- 
courſe which was preached at the 
Defire of your Father, and 1s 
now publiſhed for the SatisfaFtion of 
fome of your Relations, and as a laſt- 
ing 1 eftimony of that Eſteem and Re- 
ſpetts I bave for your ſelf. The Sub- 
ject 18 of the greateſt Concernment (how 
meanly ſoever 1t may be handled) and if 
well thought upon and confidered, woull 
bave a mighty Influence upon us in the) 
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due Conduct and Government of our 
Lives : Which that it may have, is the 
hearty Prayer of, 


'$1Kk 
Your Obliged Friend, 


and Humble Servant, . 


HENRY PARSLEYT. 


SERMON 


- Preached at the 
FUNERAL 


Mr. THOMAS WHITCHURCH. 


I reg —_ — 
— — 


; "ICE... AY 


nd I heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying unto me, 
write, Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth; - yea, ſaith the Spirit, that 


they may reſt from thetr Labours, and ther 
WW orks ao follow them. 


T is the common and univerſal Judg- 
merit of Mankind, a | ruth generally re- 
ceived, and which cannot be conrradict- 

: ed by any, that to be #1 ſuch a State or 
Condition, as 1s not: 0bnNoX10Us to Pain and 
Trouble ; and where true and-real Happineſs 
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isto be found, is the true Intereſt and oughtto to 
be, nay, 15 che conſtant Aim and:Delre of all 
men,asthey arereaſonable Creatures; for theSoul 
of Man cannever beſo {ar c: O2rrupted, asnotty 
delign | in-all irs deliberate and adviſed Actions, 
ics own Happinels and Felicity as its End ; 
nſomuch, that thoſe who ave made it their 
Pulinefs to uggeritand Humane Nature, haye 
thought it enMdh barely cojritimate afid need- 
leſs to prove this Point, becaule it is already 
by every one confeſs d, fo Notion more com- 
mon, . or more -gencrally owned, then this, 
viz. That evety Man deſires to be free from 
Pain, Grief and Trouble, from any thing char 
is unealie and yvexatious £0 him, and to live in 
an Eſtate of Delight and Happineſs. There 
is another uniyerlal Judgment of all Mankind, 
not denied by any manchat will give himſelf 
leave to. conlider and wetgh the worth of 
things ; and TRAC 1 is this, that the greater, and 
more durable Del: oht,, 1s ta be\choſen before 
the thorcer and the leſs ; for Delight and 
Happinels Leing 1 in the Opimion of all Men, 
eltkcemed athing innoffen{ively goodgof which 
therecan be no noxious or harmful Exceſs, it 
tolloweth, that the more of this excellent Con- 
dirion any man . enyoycth, 1t is ſo much the 
becter for him, or. he is ſo- ranch the happier. 
Now 
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Now if we. look into all thoſe outward things 
chat 'tis- poſſible for us to enjoy here in this 
World, we cannot find Happineſs inſcribd: 
upon them, much leſs the greateſt Happineſs, 
Riches,, Honours and Plealures here, as they 
are unſatisfactory to the Soul of Man, when 
enjoyed; ſo they are uncertain, and eaſily in- 
terrupted, and oftentuncs nterrnyge with Trou- 
bles,. or Evils, of one fort or other ; either by 
ſome Caſualty or Accident they may be taken 
from Us,. or elle we by Diſcaſes and Sickneſles 
made unfit to enjoy them ;. or ar lealt, we are 
by Death utterly deprived of them. Now there- 
fore, if we will be wiſe, we muſt chuſe ſome-- 
thing for our Happineſs that 1s- more pleaſura- 
ble and fatisfaftory, more laſting and durable, 
and thatis a virtuous Life and Actions, a Life 
lead according to God s Willand Command, 
© Right Reaſon and true Religion; and this 
will eyea here, amid{t the T roubles and AfMi- 
Ctions of this Life, delight our Souls with ſo-- 
lid Joys, and go along with us into the World : 
7 come, to our unſpezkabie Comfort ; for 


(faith the Text) Bleſſed are. the Dead which die- 


mn the Lord, they reſt frow ther Labours, and 
ther Works do follow them, From theſe Words, 
T ſhall endeavour to deſcribe. unto you, the 
Happineſs of thoſe that die-in the Lord, after 

| they. 
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they are e delivered from the Burden of the Freſh, 
andto prove chat in Heaven God hath provider 
for virtuous men,an Eſtate of Happuneſs,thar' is 

in.all reſpects che greate!t char poltibly cane 
imagined or. enjoyed. And this you- cannot 
but grant, if you con{1der thoſe Parts and 
Properties of it, which in the Text are ether 
explicitely or -implicitely attirmed concerning 
it. 5s 


. The Firſ Property thereof, is the Ab- 
ſence of Grief, and Security from 1t : 
They reſt from thetr Labours. 

II. The Second, is the aCtual Poſſeſhon of 
Joy and Ha PPLNE! ; for Bleſſed, or hap- 
Py are they, fa th the Text 3 3vhich Bleſ- 
ſednets, without doubt, ſhall be in the 
higheſt Deorce, and greatett Meaſure, 
ſuitable to tric Goodneſs of God, who 
giycs it, and to the Capacities of thoſe 
who are to recelve it. 

IL Thidly and Laſtly, T his Bleflednefs 
ſhail be of the greateſt Duration ; and 
this 15 ailo implied: 1 in the Text, for 0- 
therwile therecannot bea Freedomfrom 
all Sorrow, if it were pollible for their 
Kappaorls to be interrupted. 
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1. The fir{t Property of this Happineſs, is, 
| that they, have the Abſence of Grief, and Secu- 
1 fit Y from it 3 They reſt from their Labours : T his 
br | is neceſſarily ſuppoſed to a State of Happineks, 
ot F for that cannot be where Pains or Sorrows are 
nd F mixt, or fill any. part of che Soul, there being 
cr | no Foundation fortrueand real Happineſs, where 
08 the Place 1s already poſlleſt with Grief : For, as 
the Schoo-men uſe to argue, that the Priyation 
or Abſence ot Cold, is necellarily required for the 


= incroducing of Heat; ſo they aftirm alſo, that 
= the Abſence of Grief or Sorrow is as neceſlary for 

the Production of Delight and Pleaſure. Free- 
MI dom from Evil is the Ground or Bafis of Delight, 
2 and 1s in. many places, of Scripture expreſly al: 
[- ſerted toe part of the Happineſs of che Bleſſed 
(s in Heaven ; efpecially by St. John, who we know, 
- in the Goſpel, was a Perſon ſo very dearzo our 
0 Saviour, that he choſe him our of all his Diſct- 
c 


ples, more particularly ro ſhew unto. him choſe 
: things chat were to come to pals ac the end of the 
$ World:- He ſaw the Heavens and the Earth fly 
1 wm from before the Face of God, and there was 
£ o place found for 'them, Kev. 20. 11. He ſaw 
] ol - new Hezven,y and '4 new Earth, and a new Fe- 
[ uſalem coming downy from God, richly adorned, as a 
Bride in EFation .0 Bridegraom, Rev. 21. 
Y'90e 5 T7 And \*. youu he) —_ Vaze 


out 
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out ut of Heaven, ſaying, Behold the Tabernacle of God 
is with Men, and he will awell with them, and they 
ſhall be hts People, and. God himſelf ſhall be with 
them, and be their God: And God fball wipe away 
all Tears from their Eyes, and there ſhall be uo more 
Death, neither Sorrow, nor Cryzng, neither (hall there 
be any more Pain. Behold, here you have a par- 
ticular Revelation of the firſt part of the Happi- 
neſs of good men in Heaven, which is a Securi- 
ty from Grief ; and that fo clearly and plainly 
delivered, that there can be no donbt of ir. For 
this came not, like the Oracles of old, in a fofr 
Murmur or Whiſper; buthe heard a great Voice, 
and that declaring the Mind of God, not in dark 
Speech,or Words capableot various C onſtruCtion, 
but in plain down-right Terms, There ſhall be no 
more Death, nor. Sorrow, nor Crying, nor Pain, The 
Words you ſee are general and full, and can be 
meant of nothing elſe than a perfect Freedom 
from all Evil. But to diſcourſe a lutle more 
particularly of this Point, The Evils to which we 
are here ſubject, and' which in Heaven we ſhall. 
be delivered or freed from', are ' theſe two, 
(1.) From the Evil of Sin, and. from all Tempta- : 
tons to It, . ( 2.) From the Evil of Afiction, 
or Puniſhment for Sin. 
(1.) From-the Evit of Sin, and from all 'Tem- 
ptation tot.» We ſhall be: there out of a poſh- 
bility 
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bilicy of ever finning any more ; free even from 
a]l Temptation to ut, Now 51n 15 the great E- 
vil good Men complain of, and are afraid of, 
1nd notwithſtanding all their V igilance and Care, 
:hey may ſometimes fall into Sin, or an Offence 
29ainſt God ; I ſay fometunes, chough very 
carely, for if it be often and generally fo, they 
ceaſe to be good Men; but whenever it is, it 
creates Grief and Trouble to them. The Lite of 
2 Chriſtian is a continual Warfare, the Enemies 
he is to encounter are in{:nuating and powerful : 
He is to fight againſt his own Luſts and Paſſi- 
ons, and eyil Concupiſcences, to mortifie Pride; 
to {ubdue Anger, to baniſh the leaſt Thoughts 
and Motions of Malice and Revyenge out of his 
Mind : He 1s toarm hunmiſelt againſt il] Examples, 
and to overcome; the Suggeſtions of Satan, who 
is moſt buſie, and molt ſubtle in making all the 
ocher Temptations,we may meet withal,operative 
and effectual upon us, by his Seductions and Delu- 
{10ns,and but too often ſucceſsful. Sothat where- 
as our Souls ought to be conſecrated as a Holy 
Temple unto the Lord, free from all Pollution of 
Sin, from all forts of Intemperance, Injuſtice and 
(lncharitablenefs, and fall of Purity, Love and 
Chariry, we do.here obtam theſe but in an umper- 
tect degree, and they are often interrupted 3 which 
makes che. good Man cty. out with .che Apoſtlef 
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Who ſhall aelrper me from this Body of- Death 2 and the: 
thr ough his Faich, and Courage, and- Conſtancy, 
he daily gets oround of his fpiritual Enemies; yer 
ic is but by lictle and Jictle, and he 1s in perpetual- 
Danger, {till being ſurpriz'd into ſome lictleCom- 
pliances,. at leaſt contrary to the Will of God. 
and by degrees perhaps, without his extraordina- 
ry Watchtulnefs, and God's Grace, into greater, 
This is our Portion here, and our- Lot: 18 this ; 
bur when we arrive unto. thoſe Regions of Bliſs 
and Glory that are aboye, have once weathered 
theſe ſhort Storms, proy'd our ſclycs. good and 
loyal SubjcEts to God Almighty, in fighting a- 
gainſt his and our Enemies (1 mean- our irregu- 
lar Paſſions and Appetites) and-overcoming-them 
to0, 1N great meafure ; if the general. Bent'and 
Inclination of our Souls have been to ſerye, and to 
pleaſe God, He wul gracioully forgiye the little 
Follies and Imperfections of Humane Nature, 
and receive us into his Favour, never to- be for- 
feired any | more 3 where we ſhall neither {1n,- nor 
have. any Tempration-to {1n ;- but be under” an 
happy Impoſlbility of offending God. - Thus 
{hall we'be freed from-the Evikof Sn. - 

{2.) In Heaven we ſhall alſo be free from the 
Evil of 'Afﬀiction,-or Puhiſhmenre for $112: For 
[ reckon all the Miſexies'of this Life, all the Im- 
perfeCtions of ity both of Mind and Body, v:z. the 
Imper- 
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In aperfection of our Knowledge, the Diſeaſes and 
Infirmities of our Bodies to be the Effects of Sin, 
and a Puniſhment of God for it. Whatloever 1s 
painful and burthenſome to- Nature, is a Fruit of 
5:n, and Mark of our Rebellion againſt God. 
Now.asin Heayen there 1s an abſolute Freedom 
from all Sin, fo there will be alſo from all-Imper- 
tection, Pain, and Muery,.which are the proper 
Attendants and Conlſequents of Sin. There ſhall 
be no Blindneſs in the Mind, no Perverſeneſs in 
the Will, no Error in the Judgment, r no Diforder 
in the Aﬀections, no Wearinefs in ſerving God. 
There we may hope to be lo happy, as to know 
without Miſtake, to judge without” Partiality, 
and to be Wiſe without Folly : Love 1s there 
without ' Hatred, Jealouſic or Envy ; Joy with- 
out any Sighing or Sorrow, Pratles without Com- 
plaints; Obedience without Reluctancez in one 
word, perfect Purity and Holineſs without Spot 
or-Blemuth to ſully the Glory of it. As this low- 
cr Region of the Air, we ſee is tne Place of 
Clouds and Darknels, Thunder and Lightning, 
Storm and Tempelt ; Lur to rhe Dwelling of the 
Sun and fixed Stars, none of theſe pitchy Va- 
pours aſcend to obſcme cheir Brightnets, or trou- 
ble their Peace ; juit fo is this World the Scene 
of Miſery and -Vexation, Contution and Ditor- 
ter ; our Bodies are tolled with feveral Storms, 


and 
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and our Souls many times hurried with more vi- 
olent Tempeſts, the fierce Gults of their own 


Paſſions ; but when we afcend to Heaven, that 
Region of Light, we ſhall be out of thereach 
of theſe Troubles, and find our felyes in a State 
of perfe&t Reſt and Joy, without the leaſt Diſ- 
guſt to abate our Contentment, Now this Free- 
dom from the Sins and Follies, the Troubles and 
Inconveniencies, tne Sicknelles and Diſeaſes, im- 
perfections, "that weare here hable to, muſt needs 
be yery deligheful. 


Suave mart magno, turbantibus equora nautis, 
E Terra alterius magnum ſpeftare laborem. 


Ic is a pleaſant thing (ſaith Lacretws) for one 
that has been in a eocklelas and cempeſtuous 
Sea, and 1s himſelf arrivd fafe on the Land, to 
look back and behold the Troubles and Dangers 
thoſe are expoled to, who are yet tolsd upon 
the Waves ; rot that it can be pleaſant for one 
Man co fee atzother in Diſtreſs, but a Joy to be 
1n Secur!! Jy Al id to view thoſe diſmal Dangers 
which he himſelt hath fo narrowly elcaped. So 
likewife it is picaſaur to the. Bleſled in Heaven, 
after they are theniſelyes in Safety and Security, 
to remember all the Inconveniencies, Hazards, 
and Aflictions which they were here expoſed to 
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T7 a this Life, and thoſe eternal Tormenes the 
re obnoxious to, and whuch 1s the miſerable 
I ot and Portion of others, and they themlelyes, 

7 the Mercy and Goodneſs of God, have fo 
wt eſcaped. This very Conſideration muſt 

aceds afford them fir Matter of Praiſes and 
Tha nkſgivings to God, who hath placed them 

; 2 bletied Eſtate, not obnoxious to any of their 
former Griefs, Sickneſles, or Pains ;_and hac 
2110 redeemed chem from the dreadfui Region of 
Darkneſs, and brought them to his. own mar- 
vcllous Light. This then 1s the firſt Property 
of the Happineſs of choſe that die 1n the Lord, 
v:z,, the Abſence of Grief, and Security from 
wyil: They reſt from therr Labours. 

The Second Property of thoſe that die in 
*hc Lord, 1s the aCtual Poſfeſſhon of Joy and 
.appinels ; for Bleſſed, or happy, are they (faith 
the Text. ) And this Happinets, ir may be rea- 
onably ſupposd, will principally con{itt, 

ln the PerfcCtion of our Know ledge, VAr 
Underſtandings being enlarged and widend, tha!l 
14ve a right Knowledge, and clear Sight and V i= 
lon of God. We here know but in part, and. ſee 
trough a Glaſs darkly : But when that which ts 
er} 979 2s come, then that which 1s in part ſhall be 
done away, v Cor. 13. V. 9, 10, t 1. I here the Joy 
of add Righteous fliall be great from the Poſ- 
ic{hon 
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ſeſſion of God himſelf, by the cleareſt Know: 
ledge, and 2oaps love of his Excellencies. They 


of "ner preached at at the. 


OE ——  — - 


= him asie 1s, 1 fobn.z, v, 2,3. te. We ſhall 
ot behold him, - or know him as we do now, by 
Similirudes, Retemblances, and Expreſſions bov 
rowed trom.other things (which is all our Na- 
rures are here -Capadle to bear ;) but by a clear 
Noiton of him form'd in our Minds, whereby 
they will be fill d with a Knowledge of him fo 
clear, diftinCEt and (trong, that will even tarn-us 
into. his own Nature, Life and Happinels. Lhe 
holy Saul tall there fee the King in his Beauty, 
all che PericEtions of that infinitely glorious arid 
bleſted Being in cheir Brightneſs and. Purity. And 
this S1gN! will cauſe the moſt ardent Love, by 
which there ſhall be an intimate, or vital Union 
berween the Soul and irs Happineſs, and from 
thence w:ll ſpring perfect Delight, Pſal. IG, 11, 
Far in the Preſence of God there 1s fulneſs of 7ay, 
and at bis Right Hand there are Pleaſures for ever- 
more. And* ic cannot be otherwiſe, for how 
pleaſant mult it needs be, to be delivered from 
the ImperfeCtions, Errors and Miſtakes concern- 
ing Perſons or Things here ; nay, of God him 
ſelf : As to Perſons, we ſometimes judge falily 
here, and moſt often ; ſometimes too ſeverely, 
at other -times tO favourably ; : t00 ſeverely, &- 


ther through miſtake, not knowing from what 
Prin 
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Principles the Actions of Men proceed, or from 
want of "Charity to derive chem from the beſt ; 
200 favourably, out of Partaality or Ignorance: 
for ſome Men may ſeem a great deal better than 
they are, and others a great deal worſe. Now 
1cle Miſtakes on both {1des will be there taken 
WAY; and every one thall appear 2s he is really 

1 himſelf, and be judged accordingly. So that 
hough a Man ſhould have here the Applauſe of 
he whole World, yet if he be inwardly bad 
an nd vicious, he ſhall be miſerable, and chough 
e be condemn'd and hated of all, yer if he be 

F Foes good and yertuous, he ſhall be happy. 
And then, as co our Judgment of God, ' in the 
Difpenfations' of his Providence, we are fome- 
— at a Loſs, how they can conl1ſt with a 
3od of infinite Goodneſs and Juſtice ;. but there 
e Intricacies of Gods Providence ſhall be un- 
Deg the Wiſdom, and Juſtice, and Goodneſs 
f God in his darkeſt Diſpenſarions, and moſt un- 
[carchable. Actions, ſhall be cleared up. There,our 
Undedtandings ſhall be extraordinarily and ſu- 
pan illuminated, and our Knowledge be 
vonderfullyencreasd and advancd,and our Minds 
exccedingly pleaſed and delighted, both by the 
Repetition and new Variety of Contemplation. 
' here we. ſhall be freed trom all thoſe Miſts and 
V apours that here becloud our Reaſon, and hin- 
C der 
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der us from the beſt Exerciſe thereof, the- Love 
of God, and Contemplation of his PerfeCtions, 
which muſt needs be very delightful :. for if the 
Light of theSun be fo pleaſanc, that every Morn- 
ing revives the World, and renders it new tous, 
which was buried in the Darkneſs of the Night; 
how infinitely pleaſant will the Light of Glory 
be, that diſcovers the abſolute and univerſal Ex- 
cellencies of the Deity ; ſuch as are his pure and 
unſpotted Holineſs, his zmmenſe Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding, his Altaighty Power, and his 
infinite Mercy ? Oh ! how inexpreflibly greac is 
the Happineſs that proceeds from the Illuminari- 
on of a purify'd Soul, when ſuch is the Amia- 
bleneſs of God, rhat his infinite and-eternal Feli- 
City ariſeth from the Fruition of hunſelf, as ours 
does from the Enjoyment of him ;. ſo. that our 
Happineſs will be of che ſame Nature, though 
not in the ſame Degree with God's himſelf, For 
we ſhall (as our Saviour hath promiſed in the 
fore-cited Place) fee God as he 1s, z. e. we, ſhal! 
have as real an Enjoyment of him, and as ſenſibly 
perceive it, as we do now any Good. in this 
Workd, though the manner of ic 15 not certainly 
known. Let us therefore conceive with our 
{elves, as well as we can, what his infinite Per 

tections are, his Wiſdom, his Goodneſs, his Pow- 
er, his Unchangeablenels, h1s Immortality and 
' Bliſs, 
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Bliſs, and then make accouat there will be a live- 
ly Communication between us and all theſe, 
which will make us Partakers of his Happineſs : 
\We ſhall not only enjoy ſuch good things as flow 
from his greateſt Fayour and Loye ; but in our 
Meaſures, and according to ſuch Capacities as he 
will give us, be what he himſelf 1s, bear ſome 
ſimilitude to hum in Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and 
Happineſs ; we ſhall be filled with Divine ſoys 
and Pleaſures, by being filled with a great ſenſe 
of him, and ſtrong Love to him, and a lively 
Reſemblance of his bleſied Nature, ummurably 
and immortally, without any Change, and with- 
out any End. There, it we live and die good 
Men, we ſhall enjoy all che Effects of an holy 
Friendſhip (1f I may fo ſpeak) with infinite good- 
neſs, and receive ſuch Communications from his 
boundleſs Love, as thall make us really and ſub- 
[tantially happy, like as he himſelf 1s. This 
then is one part of the Happineſs of the Bleſſed 
(and a great one too) T:z,. 1t conſiſts in the Per- 
tection of their Knowledge. 

2. Another Part of the Happineſs of Heayen 


conſiſts in the Union of AfﬀeCtion among the 


bleſſed Inhabitants thereof; a want of which, 
caufeth a great part of che Troubles of this Life: 
Thoſe who ferye God faithfully here, ſhall then 


20 to the Company of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
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all as Ages of the World, to thoſe pure and 
immaculate Beings, full of Love, to-their Ma- 
ker; and of Kindneſs and Charity one towards 
another, no Animolities or Divitions ſhall be 
there, nothing that interrupts their Peace : Pee- 
yiſhneſs and Paſſion, Miſ-judgings, Miſ-conſtru- 
Ctions, hard Cenſures of each others ACtions, too 
much Self -Love, Difterence in Judgment, Pride 
and Emulation imbitters mens Converſe here; but 
there Corruption on all fides ſhall be removed, 
their Judgments and AfﬀeCctions united, and cheir 
Diſpotitions exaCtly ſuited ; they ſhall be free 
from all manner of Injury, Enyy, Suſpition, or 
Uncharicableneſs. L he Prince of Peace reigns in 
the Heavenly Jeruſalem,and preſerves an eyerlaſt- 
ing Serenity and Calmneſs; che mutinous Spirits 
that rebell'd, were vreſently chas'd from thence 
into this lower Region, where they brought 
Trouble and Diſorder : there 1s not, there cannot 
be the leaſt Jar or Diſcord between thoſe happy 
Inhabitauts, an inytolable Love unites them all, 
they enjoy W 1thoue Envy ; for infinite Bleſſed- 
neſs 1s not diminiſhed by the Number of Poſleſ- 
fors; the Inheritance ia Light 1s common to all. 
Although the Angels are diſtinguiſhed by their 


leveral Orders and Miniſtrations, yet a Chain of 


holy Love and Charity binds all cheir Aﬀections 
together ; 
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rogether ; and choug! 1 the Saints ſhine with dif: 
fe ent Degrees of Glory, yet, as na Chorus of 
Vinlick, the different Voices make one entire 
' 2rmony ; ſochere they areall uniced by the moſt 
ardent Love and Aﬀection : There where there 
arc no crols Intereſts to contend- with, no Ma- 
lice or Envy, no Miſtake or Prejudice, no Storms 
xr Tempeſts of unruly Pathons, or inordinate 
Defires to. rule or diſcompoſe their Happinels to 
al! Eternity. There che Righteous thall enter 
to thoſe bleſſed and peaceful Habitations, where 
none of thoſe Jars and Contentions, with which 
this World is exercisd, ditturb their Reſt ; no 
Þ Doan or Controverſ1es, no Ill-will or want of 
arity marr that everlaitin 19 Quict which they 
always enjoy, when they adore the God of Peace, 
nd follow the Lamb. the Prince of Peace. The 
Conteſts and Divitions amongit us, mult needs 
m make all the Sons of Peace grow weary, and with 
1th the Pſalmitt, chat they had Wings like a 
1 oye, that they might fly aw 2), and be ar ret; 
| haſten their Elcape | from the ſtormy Wind 
F Tempeſt, and. make them long for thoſe cool 
and _ Shades of the Grave, and for that Peace 
that is in the Region beyond it, that Peace which 
als never be interrupted: which brings meto the 
117, Property ot the Happinels of che | Bleited, 
92, That it ſhall be.of the logoeſt Duration, and 
that 
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that is Eternal and Everlaſting ; without which, 
it could not indeed be the greateſt Happineſs : 
for ſuch a Life cannot be the moſt happy, . which 
15 not ſecure of 1ts own Eternity. 1f therefore a- 
ny thing be defignd for the tull Satisfaction of 
Huinane Nature, 4t muſt be a Delight chat ſhall 
laſt for ever, and that 1s ſuch, that it muſt needs 
be faisfactory, ſeeing no man can with for more 
than eternal Happineſs. The moſt full Emjoyment 
of all the good | hings this World affords, is not 
to be called or accounted Happineſs, not only be- 
cauſe they are vain and empty of true SatisfaCti- 
on, bur alſo becauſe not permanent and laſting ; 
they are ſoon gone, ſoon decayd, and quickly 
parted withal ; Riches are not for ever, netther doth 
a Crown endure to all Generations, Proy. 27. 24. 
but Heayen 1s an Inheritance as fafe as great. 
Here we are ſubject to I 1me, that carries us and 
all our Goods down its ſwift Stream ; but there 
Ecernity, that is fixt and unchangeable, embraces 
us in its Boſome. As Gods liberal Hand be- 
ſtows, 7 his Powerful preſeryes our Happineſs; 
the Bleſſed ſhall {ing everlaſting Hymns of 
Glory, and Songs of Thankſgiving to the great 
Creator, Redeemer and SanCtiher, who hath pre- 


. pared and purchaſed that Felicity for them, and 


hath brought them to the ſecure Poſleſſion of it. 
But when we have ſaid all we can of the Happr- 
nets 
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neſs of Heaven, we mult acknowledge that we 
fa}1 infinitely ſhort of what it is in it ſelf. Ir is 
compared in Scripture to a Crown, a Kingdom, 
1. | 2 Feaſt ; but is indeed much more than all this : 
x | It is a Kingdom without Cares, a Crown with- 
11 | outa Crofs, a Feat without Satiety. It is call- 
is | £4 by theſe Names, becaule thele are the great- 
&t chings this lower World hath. T heſe- Words 
it | 2mong(t us found high, and ſpeak Power, and 
x | Honour, and Plenty, and Pleatures, and what 
-. | tic World calls good, and therefore Heaven is 
repreſented by fuch things which we underſtand 
;: | and regard. God Almighty ſaw our Intirmity, 
ly @ chat we cannot well Judge of Delights that are 
i purcly Intellectual and Spuricual, and hath fo far 
condeſcended to us, as to draw us foine Scenes of 
c, | Heavenly Joys in the Shapes and Figures of our 
d EI fullett earchly Pleaſures ; ſuch are thoſe of Feaſt- 
re ings, the Poſletſion of Riches, Honours and the 
os Ml like ; but then theſe are but low and ſhore Re- 
e. © prefericationsof the things themſelves ; fuch Ima- 
3: W ges of Heaven, as the Tabernacle and Temple a- 
of B feng ine ſews were, ot this andthe other World. 
2 1 icy were Images in little, but came preatly 
e- Ml #10: of what they repreſented : So are theſe things 
dB of Heaven ; for witnout any fuch tra:l deceitful . 
t!1108s, there ſhall be abundance of Peace, and 
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i- © {wines of Joy, an excecding. and eternal weight - 
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of Glory. Finally, In the preſent State, we are 
not capable ro receive the full Knowledge of 
Heaven ; what we underſtand, 1s infinitely. de- 
firable 3 but.rne moſt glorious part is (till undil. 
covered. The Apoſtle tells us, in the Firſt E- 
pſt! e to the Corinthians, Chap. 2. Ver. 9. Eye hath 
not ſcen, nor Ear heard, neather hath it entred into 
the Heart of Man, to conceive what God hath prepar- 
e4 for thoſe that live him. We haye reaſon to 
break forth in che Language of the Pſalmilt, and 
ſay, How great is thy Goodneſs, O Lord ! which 


thou haſt laid up for them that fear thee, We have 


nothing elſe to do but to ſupply the DefeEts of 
our Underſtanding with an holy Admiration, 
and make good ale of what is diſcoyered to us, 
AS, 

1. From what has been ſaid, we may learn 
this great 1 ruth, that Heaven alone 1s the Place 
of Happineis, and that -tis only the good and 
obedient Chiiſtian, that ſhall be happy in Death 
only ſuch wiſe good Works do follow them; 
not that the belt Works of the beit Men can 


merit- any ſuch Condition ; but chat thele 
Works, which ailo are performed by the Grace 
and Afli{tance of God, do qualifie them for that 
Happineſs which 1s purchaled | tor them by 
the Merits of ſelus Thrift. If ever therefore we 
expcct to arrive at Heaven and Happinels/.as out 
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End, wwe 'muſt endeavour afcer Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs, as the Vi-ans through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord ; and let no1mg diyert us from it, 
neither the Hopes or Fears, not .the Smiles or 
Frowns of this World. If tlits Principle be but 
firmly fixed in us through Gods Grace, the 
greateſt Difhculties, nor the hardeſt Labours 
will ſcarcely diſcourage our Reſolution, or hin- 
der our Endeavours to obtain it : If it be difh- 
cult for Mankind to reduce their natural Inclina- 
tions to a Compliance with Chritl's Precepts, to 
deny the inotdinate Appetite of ſenſual Pleaſure, 
to deny unlawful Gains and Inteteſts ro the De- 


fire of Wealth and Riches, to mortifie Pride, to 


ſubdue Malice, Anger, Revenge, and other {inful 
Paſhons-; to retain Piety towards God in a pro- 
ane and wicked Age ; Iruth and Juſtice to- 
wards Men in a deceictul and injurious V V orld : 
If it be difficult thus co do, yet he that hath 
firmly fix'd this Principle 1n his Mind, chat this 
is the. Way to Heaven, and Heaven alone the 
Place of Happineſs, will atrempe to make his 
way thither, through theſe or any other Difficul- 
ties, in the View of the Glory ſet before him, 
For, 

2. A Proſpect of this Happineſs ſhould recon- 
cile our Minds to any Condition, to any Circum- 
ſtances of Life, which the Divine Providence" 

D may 
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may think fit to bring us to.. We are. to: re- 
member, that God fent us into-the V V orld for 
Religion, we are butto paſs throughour pleaſant 
Fields,or our hard Labours ; but to lodge a little 
while in our fine Fields, or our meaner Cottages ; 
but to bait in the way. at our full "ables, or 
with our ſpare Dict, Let-us'not theiefore haye any 
great Fiteem for the things of this VVorld ; 
there is no other reaſon why they ſhould . be 
loyed or yalued by us ; but as they conduce to 
our chief End, which is God and his Glory, 
and our Happineſs and Felicuy. V Ve. ſhould 
here imitate the- Traveller, who, when fix'd in 
his Determination of arriving at foie. certain 
Place, if he mect with two or three. ſeveral 
V Vays, delires not ib:s more than that, but on- 
ly as this may more readily bring him .to his 
Reſt : He cares not much whether the V.Vay be 
plain or hilly, whether it lead ro the Ripht- 
Hand, or. the Left, all is indifferent, ſo it 
brings him whither he would go.. After ,the 
like manner we are ro behave our ſelyes in the 
Uſe of the things of this World ; we are not 
much to love the good things thereof, nor fear 
the Evils of ic ; but free from both, make only 


choice of that which leads to our Salvation, and 


fics-us for that Country we are fecking ; If Po- 
verty or Meanneſs brings us to God, we are to 
embrace 
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embrace 4t with both "Arms, and eſteem it ; 
— Riches or Honours: would withdraw "us 
1 him, we mult crample them under foot, 
and caſt them from us ; if Sufterings and Af- 
fictions, Diſgraces and Neglect, the unjuſt Re- 
proaches and Calumnies of men, aflilt us to 
o21n Heaven, we are to rejoyce cthereat, and to 
receive them with all Subauſhon and Willing- 
ic's, We are neither to deſire or abhor che 
od or eyil in this Life, bur as it unites or ſe- 
araces us from God, as it brings us nearer to, 
of drives us farther from our ſupream Happi- 
nes; always remembring that compleat Happi- 
neſs is only there to be expected, where our 
Jourr:ey ends. And who would not contented- 
y go through a Priſon to a Palace,a barren W1l- 
derneſs, to a Land of Promiſe * Who would 
be unealie under all that Load of Aflictions that 
may befall him here, by the Malice and Contri- 
vance of evil men? Nay, who would not en- 
dure the Croſs, and deſpiſe the Shame, for the 
Joy that is fer before him ? Did we always thus 
act, how unmoyd would the Rumours of 
Wars, and Devaſtations leave us, which invade 
and, agitate mens Breaſts, and diſturb their moſt 
Wh afant and composd Hours ? We ſhould ler 
aim alone to rule the World that made it; to 


take Care of us, who hath engagd it ; whoſe 
Pro- 
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Providence watcheth oyer us, and whoſe Eter- 
nal Happineſs awaits us. Were we bur once 
arriv'd at a true Indiffcrency of Mind; Acquief IN ? 
cence in, and ready Compliance with the Infi.  \ 
nite V Viſdom, Power and Goodneſs of God, | 
and feared Doing inſtead of Szffering Evil ; how ſl © 
ſerene! how full of 'I ranquilicy»thould. we be Ml *© 
amid(t the Changes, Tumuks, and Commoti- | 
ons of this ſtormy Region, this uncertain State, i * 
and how abſolutciy rel:1gnd to theyV Vill of God 
m all things ? | 
3. From what hath been ſaid concerning the 
Nature of the Hz--pineſs of Heaven :: This 
ſhould reach us to endeavour after that Frame 
and Temper of M.ad here, thoſe good Difpoli- 
tions of Soul, as may fit us for the Enjoyment 
of it. For itiance, Does the Happineſs of 
Heaven conhift in the Perfection of your Know 
ledge? Beg of God, that he would open your 
Eyes here, enlighten your Underſtandings, and 
tran{lare you from Darknels to Light: Believe 
and con{ider, that w.ltul and groſs Ignorance 
here, 1s but a bad Preparation- for Perfection of 
Knowledge hereafter, and that thoſe are not like- 
ly to come to Heaven, that will not be at che 
Pains to underitand the very firſt Principles of 
eneir Religion. And this, as it will puc you 
upon endeavourmg after Knowledge, fo it will 
{tir 
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ſtir you n2.£0 practice 2nd live up to the Know- 
ice @] 1edze of thoſe things, which God hath been 
Fu pleaſed moſt clearly and plainly to reveal in his 
4 V ord ; for without Practice, all che Know- 

doe in the VVorld {1gnifies nothing, and the 
: -%. way -to encreaſe in Knowledge, is to pra- 
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Wy 
be ice what we already know ; to him that hath 
+5. I (a1! be given, 418 as crue of Knowledge as of 


Grace. Further, Does the Happineſs of Hea- 
od = v<3 con{ift in a clear Knowledge and Sight of 
God, and. in an Imitation of his PerfeCtions ? 
Then endeavour to turn- aw ay your Eyes from 
beholding Vanities : Make it your Bulinefs to 
follow afcer Holineſs, without which, no man 
ſhall fee the Lord. Labour to ſee God here, that 
lo you may be the fitter to ſee and enjov him 
hereafter 3/ to ſee him in his Works, to learchat- 
er, beholq and admire that infinite Power, Wil- 
dum, and Goodneſs, which are viſible and legible 
in the V 'Vorks of Creation and Froyidence ; but. 
more eſpecially, ſtudy to ſee and know God as 
1c hath reveald himſelf in-his y ord, to {ce his - 
Holine(s in his Precepts, his Juſtice in his T hreat- 
11g, his Grace and Goodneſs in his Promiles ; 
it fo by a Sight of the Righteouſneſs and Equi- 

- ofhis Commands, you may be brought to an 
Obſervation of; and an hearty Compliance with 
© Divine. Will here, and be in a good Capacity? 
for 
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for .evcr to adore, admire .qnd imitate the Di 
vine PerfeCtions” hgreatrer. Finally, Does the 
Happineſs of Heaven conliit in a. Union of AF. 
feCtions ;amongſt the -bleſled Inhabitants ' there. 
of ? Let us then endeayovur to remove far from 
us, all Anger, Malice and RCYCnge, all thoſe 
hateful Qual ities that wyll render us fit only for 
che Converſe of wicked and apoltate Spirits, 
and endeayour after ſuch calm and quiet, tuch 
charitable and peaceable Tempers, as may make 
us.with infinite Delight, when we go away from 
this wrangling and contentious World, conſert 
our ſelves with the bleſſed Inhabitants of 'the 
other. 

I ſhould nov conclude, had not Cuſtom made 
it almolt neceſlary to ſay 'fomething upon thele 
Occaltons, which I ſhall-do very briefly of « 
decealed krie ad and Neighbour. He ice! nd 0 
take his Sicknels 'yery paticn: fly, and man! lcd 
a periect Reſignation ot himfcl © the Wal 
God : He was very fenlible of his approach- 
ing End, and carneltly defired to receive the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, which he d; F 
with great Deyorion. He exprelsd pimiclf 
very charitdhly of all, wi aid, He owd no 
Man the leaſt Ill-will 3 but was in perfect 
Charity with all che W 6Ty torgiving ail thoſe 


that any ways: offended hum; and if he had 
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Piven Ottence to any, deſiring che like from 
them ; relying upon the Merits of Chriſt. for 
the Pardon of his Sins, and the Salvation of 
his Soul. ,I might perhaps ſay a great deal more ; 
but I loye not to ſpeak much on theſe Qccalions, 
and what I haye here to add, 18,only this, That 
He was a: kind Husband to his Wife, an indul- 
gent Father to his Childrenyj and. a: good Neigh- 
bour to his Friends and Acquaintance. But to 
conclude, That which now only remains to be 
done, is from this Inſtance of Mortality here be- 
fore us (whoſe Soul we hope 1s at reſt with 
God) earneſtly to exhott” you to think on your 
own Mortality, and to prepare for Immortality : 
In chis ſhort Lite, to prepare for an endleſs one, 
thac it may be happy. Thus Life is in it felt 
nOt V4 orch any thing; but. the right uſe of it 1s 
f :nfinite Importance. It 1s like the yery firſt [tep 
in a right or wrong Way, tending to a Palace 
: Priſon, which indeed 1s a fmall thing in. it 
'f; but irs Efficiency and. lendency 1s of as 
SR Concern as the whole Way and 'Fnd it 
(cit, Which Preparation, 1s 18 ſhort, by a For- 
_ all former Sin and Wickedneſs, which 
God will pardon for.Chriſt's Sake, and an Em- 
bracing -of Vertue and-Goodneſs, 
This' is that orily which will be accepted. of ' 
God, and nor bare Repentance, without Amend- 
| ment, .. 
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all Sin, - arid: {incerely-t to practiſe moſt-excel- 
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